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                    With good health anything is possible: education, employment and active community life. That’s why we are committed to placing health at the center of action and conversation.
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                    Each year, we are at work in more than 90 countries, whenever and wherever people are in crisis, we are there—saving lives, restoring health and hope.
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	July 11, 2019
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	Gulf Coast, Louisiana
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	August 15, 2017 -Present
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	Worldwide
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                        Crisis Alert

                    We respond to an average of 30 natural disasters and humanitarian crises worldwide each year, establish long-term recovery projects and bring disaster preparedness programs to vulnerable communities.  Every day, Americares is ready. Today, we are monitoring and assessing these emerging crises.
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                                                	STATUS
	Past Emergencies


                            	DATE
	August 29, 2005
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	Gulf Coast, United States
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Overview

When Hurricane Katrina struck, inundating the city of New Orleans and leaving so much of the Gulf Coast in ruins, AmeriCares responded -- and stayed. The monstrous storm surges unleashed by Katrina breached levees and left more than 1 million people homeless. Hundreds of health clinics, pharmacies and doctor’s offices were destroyed. Within days of the disaster, our relief workers and aid shipments arrived.

 

Within a month, we sent $4 million in medicines and supplies to clinics serving the poor, sick and suffering. When the floodwaters receded, we continued to help, delivering a total of $24 million in medical aid and grants to the region over 7 years, including a large scale response to the 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill.

 




				

			

			




			

            
        

    




        
            
                
                        Response

                                            
                            


With the support of donors and partners, AmeriCares delivered $11 million in medicines, medical supplies and other disaster relief within the first year after the hurricane.

August 29, 2005: Hurricane Katrina strikes the Gulf Coast on the Louisiana/Mississippi border; AmeriCares staff members are dispatched with 24 hours.

September 3, 2005: The first shipments of urgently-needed medical aid arrive in the disaster zone.

September 12, 2005: The AmeriCares Free Clinics mobile medical unit arrives in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

October 2005: AmeriCares awards the St. Thomas Clinic in New Orleans with a grant to help them continue to provide care to those in need.

November 2005: St. Bernard Parish in New Orleans receives eight temporary shelter structures
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                        The Road to Recovery

                                            
                            


As the recovery phase began, we supported local partners and key health initiatives:

April 2006: AmeriCares supported 57 local grassroots organizations with $1.3 million in grants to rebuild and restore services.

July 2006: Coastal Family Health Center opens a new mobile medical clinic made possible with AmeriCares support.

August 2006: In Louisiana, AmeriCares awards 34 mental and primary health care grants totaling $3.1 million.

In the months and years following Hurricane Katrina, wherever we could make a difference – from child immunization to dental care to mental health support – we helped fill gaps to help people in crisis get the health care they need.




                        

                

            

        




    
        
            
                
                    
                        Disaster can strike without warning.  Help us respond. 
                    
                    
                        
                            
                        
                    
                
            

        

    





        
            
                
                        A Decade Later

                                            
                            


	
Hurricane Katrina underscored the need for greater access to primary healthcare in the United States. Our support for local health organizations working to meet the needs of storm survivors began a decade of expanding and improving access for people in need to health services in the U.S.


	
In 2005, we provided $1.3 million in medicine and supplies to U.S. health partners. 11 years after the storm, we have the nation’s largest partnership network, last year delivering $85 million in medicine and supplies to a network of more than 800 clinics and health centers serving 5 million patients in need.


	
AmeriCares is now the nation’s leading nonprofit supplier of donated goods to the U.S. health care safety net, the clinics serving the nations low-income uninsured and underinsured. These are the populations most vulnerable during disasters.


	
Since 2005, AmeriCares has responded to dozens of disasters in the U.S., including hurricanes Rita, Sandy and Ike; tornadoes including those in Joplin, MO. and Moore. OK as well as flooding in WV, TX, SC and LA


	
In addition, AmeriCares has assumed a leadership role in the Voluntary Organizations Active in Disasters (VOAD), which coordinates and encourages collaboration among emergency response organizations.


	
Going forward, we continue building new community preparedness initiatives, expanding the capacity of the health care safety net and developing new partnerships to reduce the risk from future emergencies and to meet health crises such as chronic disease and mental illness.







                        

                

            

        




    
        
            
                
                    
                        President & CEO Michael J. Nyenhuis talks about build back better after disaster in this HuffPo blog
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        Our mobile clinic on the way to the Gulf. 
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        Our clinic staff providing health care for so many displaced people.

    









    
        

        [image: Americares]
        People with chronic disease such as diabetes were especially vulnerable after Katrina.  Photo by Matt McDermott  
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        A million people were left homeless and helpless.
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        Temporary shelter structures were erected.

    








            

            
                

            

        

    








        
        
            
                Save lives.  Give health to people in crisis.
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                        Read the 5 year report on Katrina recovery 
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Americares is approved by the Internal Revenue Service as a 501 (C) (3) tax-exempt organization, and all donations are tax deductible to the extent provided by law. Americares Federal Identification Number (EIN) is 061008595. Member of Reuters Alertnet.

americares.org websites created, owned & operated by Americares Foundation. Stamford CT

GDPR:  We use cookies to help improve your experience. You can learn more by reading our Privacy Policy. By continuing to use our Site you agree to the terms of our policy. View Privacy Policy
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